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and also in being able to command the services of a
large group of tireless and skillful national and local
managers. He was willing to leave to these man-
agers the infinite details of his campaign. But he
kept in close touch with them and their subordi-
nates, and upon occasion he did not hesitate to
take personal command. In politics, as in war,
he was imperious; persons not willing to support
him with all their might, and without question
or quibble, he preferred to see on the other side.
Throughout the campaign his opponents hoped,
and his friends feared, that he would commit some
deed of anger that would ruin his chances of elec-
tion. The temptation was strong, especially when
the circumstances of his marriage were dragged
into the controversy. But while he chafed in-
wardly, and sometimes expressed himself with
more force than elegance in the presence of his
friends, he maintained an outward calm and dig-
nity. His bitterest feeling was reserved for Clay,
who was known to be the chief inspirer of the Na-
tional Republicans* mud-slinging campaign. But
he felt that Adams had it in his power to put a
stop to the slandens that were set in circulation,
had he cared to do so.
As the campaign drew to a close, circumstances